
 
 
 
                  

 
 

Tips for Special Populations Recruitment 
 
NYS charter schools are mandated to recruit and retain students with disabilities (SWDs) and multilingual 
learners/English language learners (MLLs/ELLs) in numbers comparable to their CSD. Below we outline our top 
tips for making sure you’re tailoring your recruitment efforts specifically for special populations:  
 

 

Outreach 
Opportunity 

  

 
 

Considerations for SWDs 

 
 

Considerations for MLLs/ELLs 

Open Houses • Advertise in nearby feeder schools 
specifically to the special education 
classes 

• Partner with a CBO that supports 
SWDs to co-host an info session 

• Collect information about 
accessibility needs in any RSVP forms 

• Make sure families can tour your 
special education classes and speak 
to your special education lead 

• Advertise in nearby feeder schools 
specifically to the MLL/ELL classes 

• Partner with an immigrant support 
CBO to co-host an info session 

• Ensure advertisements are 
published in multiple languages 
and interpretation is available at 
the open house 

• Make sure families can tour your 
MLL/ELL classes and speak to your 
MLL/ELL lead 

School Website • Include information about your 
special education programs 

• Include information about the 
accessibility of your building 

• Include contact information for your 
special education lead 

• Make sure your website is 
available in multiple languages 

• Include information about your 
MLL/ELL supports 

• Include contact information for 
your MLL/ELL supports lead 

• Have photos showing what a 
student’s typical day looks like at 
your school 

Social Media • Feature students with disabilities and 
families in posts 

• Post about how you create inclusive 
environments and use top inclusive 
hashtags 
 
 

• Feature MLL/ELL students and 
families in posts 

• Post links to videos in English on 
YouTube so families can choose 
closed captions in the language of 
their choice 

• Post in other languages (text and 
video) 

Word of Mouth • Ask special populations students and families to be ambassadors at external events 
or in neighborhood canvassing teams 

• Offer raffle prizes to those who refer others to your school  

Lottery 
Preference 

• Add a preference for students with disabilities and MLLs/ELLs in your lottery 
 

 
 

Have questions? Reach out to the team at specialpops@nyccharterschools.org. 
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