
 

 

March 12, 2025 
 
The Honorable Kathleen Hochul 
Governor 
State of New York 
New York State Capitol Bldg. 
Albany, NY 12224 
 
VIA MAIL  
 
Dear Governor Hochul,  
 
We, the undersigned New York City charter schools, together with the New York City Charter School 
Center, write to express concern about the proposed changes to the foundation aid formula in the 2026 
Executive Budget as currently structured. While we are united with other stakeholders and yourself that 
the formula should be updated, we are deeply worried that the revisions, if passed without other 
suggested changes, would reduce funding for New York City Public Schools (NYCPS) by $350 million. 
Although charter schools do not receive foundation aid directly, NYCPS receives funding for each charter 
school student in the city. In turn New York City transfers per pupil payments to charter schools as 
provided by state law. Any reduction in foundation aid for NYCPS has the highly likely potential to 
impact resources for both district and charter schools. 
 
As such, we support NYCPS’ request to also update regional cost metrics to reflect the higher cost of 
living in New York City.  The current formula for measuring poverty does not account for regional 
differences in wages and living costs. As you know, New York City is blessed with more resources than 
localities upstate; but at the same time, the cost of living is much higher as is, therefore, the cost of 
providing a K-12 education.  Moreover, the allocation of state aid should take account of the high rate of 
students in temporary housing in New York City and the costs related thereto. 
 
Additionally, we strongly agree with NYCPS, that regardless of other changes to the foundation aid 
formula, New York City’s share of foundation aid should be increased, returning the state to its historical 
role as an equal funding partner with New York City (currently, the state’s share is just 36%). 
 
We ask that you and state leaders ensure any updates to the foundation aid formula account for specific 
needs of students and the cost of living, so that state K-12 education aid can adequately support all 
district and charter school students in the city. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
The Undersigned 
 
 
New York City Charter School Center 
Achievement First Charter Schools (11 Schools)  



 

 

Amber Charter Schools (3 Schools)  
American Dream Charter School 
Bedford Stuyvesant New Beginnings Charter School 
Beginning with Children Foundation (2 Schools) 
Brilla Charter Schools (4 Schools) 
Bronx Academy of Promise Charter School 
Bronx Charter School for Children 
Bronx Charter School for the Arts 
Bronx Community Charter School 
Brooklyn Emerging Leaders Academy Charter School (BELA) 
Cardinal McCloskey Community Charter School 
Central Queens Academy Charter School II 
Children's Aid College Prep Charter School 
Coney Island Preparatory Public Charter School 
Cultural Arts Academy Charter School at Spring Creek 
Democracy Prep Charter School (5 Schools) 
DREAM Charter School (3 Schools) 
East Harlem Tutorial Program (2 Schools) 
Emblaze Academy Charter School 
Equality Charter School 
Forte Preparatory Academy Charter School 
Great Oaks Foundation (1 School) 
Harlem Link Charter School 
Hellenic Classical Charter School - Staten Island 
Hellenic Classical Charter School 
Hyde Leadership Charter School – Brooklyn 
iLearn (1 School) 
Innovation Charter High School 
Integration Charter Schools (4 Schools) 
John V. Lindsay Wildcat Academy Charter School 
KIPP NYC (9 Schools) 
Launch Expeditionary Learning Charter School 
Leaders in Our Neighborhood Charter School 
Legacy College Preparatory Charter School 
Math, Engineering, and Science Academy Charter High School 
Middle Village Preparatory Charter School 
Mott Haven Charter School 
Neighborhood Charter Schools (2 Schools) 
New Heights Academy Charter School 
New World Preparatory Charter School 
Nuasin Next Generation Charter School (Metropolitan Lighthouse) 
Opportunity Charter School 
Our World Neighborhood Charter School 
Renaissance Charter School 



 

 

Renaissance Charter School 2 
Rosalyn Yalow Charter School 
School in the Square Public Charter School 
Sisulu-Walker Charter School of Harlem 
South Bronx Community Charter High School 
Storefront Academy Charter School 
Success Academy Charter Schools (38 Schools) 
The Equity Project Charter School 
Uncommon Schools (11 Schools)  
Urban Dove (4 Schools) 
Valence College Preparatory Charter School 
 
 
cc (via email): 
Deputy Secretary for Education, Maria Fernandez 
NYS Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins  
NYS Senate Chair of Committee on NYC Education, John Liu 
NYS Senate Chair of Committee on Education, Shelley Mayer  
NYS Assembly Speaker, Carl Heastie 
NYS Assembly Chair of Committee on Education, Michael Benedetto 
 
 

 


